
100TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF THE ACCIDENTAL STATISTICIAN

JOSÉ G. RAMÍREZ

HAPPY BIRTHDAY PEL!
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• Born October 18 in Gravesend, Kent, England 

PROF. GEORGE E.P. BOX, FRS (1919 – 2013)
CENTENARY OF THE “ACCIDENTAL STATISTICIAN”

Touchstone passing Gravesend. Anthony Blackman
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• Born October 18 in Gravesend, Kent, England 

• Chemist

– First paper when he was 19

• Worked at Porton Down Experimental Station 

– Study the potential impact of poison gases

– Became the accidental statistician

PROF. GEORGE E.P. BOX, FRS (1919 – 2013)
CENTENARY OF THE “ACCIDENTAL STATISTICIAN”



4 Amgen Proprietary—For Internal Use Only

• Born October 18 in Gravesend, Kent, England 

• Chemist

– First paper when he was 19

• Worked at Porton Down Experimental Station 

– Study the potential impact of poison gases

– Became the accidental statistician
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Statisticians in World War II: They also served

The Economist, 12/17/2014
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• Born October 18 in Gravesend, Kent, England 

• Chemist

– First paper when he was 19

• Worked at Porton Down Experimental Station 

– Study the potential impact of poison gases

– Became the accidental statistician

• B.Sc, Ph.D. University College of London

• Worked at Imperial Chemical Industries (ICI)

PROF. GEORGE E.P. BOX, FRS (1919 – 2013)
CENTENARY OF THE “ACCIDENTAL STATISTICIAN”



6 Amgen Proprietary—For Internal Use Only

• Director of the Statistical Techniques Research Group at 
Princeton University

• Founded the UW-Madison department of statistics

• President of ASA

• 200+ papers and 9 major statistical books

• Received many medals and honors
– British Empire Medal

– Royal Statistical Society Silver & Gold Guy Medals

– Shewhart Medal, Deming Medal, Youden Award

– Brumbaugh Award (5 times!)

➢ Fellow of the Royal Society

PROF. GEORGE E.P. BOX, FRS (1919 – 2013)
CENTENARY OF THE “ACCIDENTAL STATISTICIAN”
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ROYAL SOCIETY CHARTER BOOK



8 Amgen Proprietary—For Internal Use Only

ROYAL SOCIETY CHARTER BOOK
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FELLOW OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY
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One of the most brilliant statistical minds of the 20th century

• Box-Cox transformations

• ARIMA time series models (Box-Jenkins)

• Box-Tiao prior for variance components

• Box-Wetz goodness-of-prediction criterion

• Box-Behnken designs

• Central composite designs (CCD)

IMAGINE IF WE HAVE TO PAY ROYALTIES…
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PEL’S HUMAN SIDE…



12 Amgen Proprietary—For Internal Use Only

TWENTY YEARS AGO…
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TEN YEARS AGO…
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THE ACCIDENTAL STATISTICIAN CENTENARY CELEBRATION
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